
 

Maine Constitutional Assessment Requirements 

“Article IX, section 8” 

“All taxes upon real estate, assessed by authority of this State, shall be apportioned and assessed 
equally according to the just value thereof.” 

 

The concept of just value is fundamental to property tax equity. The courts have interpreted just value 
to mean market value.  

 

Mass Appraisal Standards 

Market value for assessment purposes is generally determined through the application of mass appraisal 
techniques. Mass appraisal is the process of valuing a group of properties as of a given date and using 
common data, standardized methods, and statistical testing. To determine a parcel’s value, assessing 
officers must rely upon valuation equations, tables, and schedules developed through mathematical 
analysis of market data. Values for individual parcels should not be based solely on the sale price of a 
property; rather, valuation schedules and models should be consistently applied to property data that 
are correct, complete, and up to date. 

Except for unique properties, individual analyses and appraisals of properties are not practical for ad 
valorem tax purposes. 
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