
TOWN of Kennebunk
Energy Efficiency Committee Meeting Minutes
July 11, 2016:  9:00 – 10:00 AM
At the Lower Village Fire House

Present:  Bob Wuerthner, Joe Hardy, Sharon Staz, Scott Negley, Anthony Dater.

1. Conference Telephone call: Discussion with Donna Larsen, Town Planner, on 
Freeport’s  solarization program.  Larsen was merely the middle-man in signing up 
voters at a town election who expressed an interest in possibly installing solar panels on
their roofs or  house yards.  At no cost to the Town (other than her normal salary for 
hours), Larsen did a RFP and secured a solar installer vendor to work with those 
householders who wanted to take next step and actually install. The vendor offered 10%
to 20% savings to the householders due to his economies of scale on doing a significant
number of installations all in one place due to stockpiling of materials and reduction of 
travel times and expenses between jobs.  Once the vendor took over, the Town was 
completely out of the picture. 

2.  Solarization Project for Kennebunk? Current uncertainty about net metering in the 
legislature suggests we should wait until the September meeting on whether to 
recommend the Selectmen to authorize the Energy Committee to conduct a solarization
program.  KLPD already runs a successful net metering program whereby solar 
customers receive credit for running their net meter backwards during high sunshine, 
which accumulates for 12 months in advance, then is drawn down when the meter runs 
normally with electricity coming in from the grid. But having certainty from Augusta 
would enable ourselves and a vendor to prescribe with certainty the benefits and costs 
of net metering.

Rooftop or house yard solar panel installation would not conflict with a municipal or 
private ‘solar farm’, whereby the owner (aka third party) of the farm signs up customers 
with their own net meters connected to the farm. At the end of a five or six year period, 
after the installer or third-party owner has reaped the federal tax credits therefrom, the 
solar farm can then be bought very cheaply by the customer/participants.  Such installer
or third party arrangements are also available to individual householder rooftop or 
house yard solar panel participants.  If we decide to go forward with a solarization 
program these options could be discussed with prospective RFP candidates.  

3.  Our memorandum on KEEC’s goals and policies for input into the 2016 Kennebunk 
Comprehensive Plan Update was approved with additions suggested by Staz and with 
one change clarifying that styrofoam is more accurately identified as poly-styrene 
styrofoam.

4.  The MINUTES of the June 23, 2016 meeting were approved as written.

Adjourned about 10:00 AM.


