
Lower Village Committee Meeting
Town of Kennebunk

June 6, 2016

1. The meeting was called to order at 8am
2. Greg Burke asked for a change in the minutes of the May meeting.   Laura made 

a motion to accept the minutes with the change.  Seconded and approved.
3. Bridge - a temporary foot bridge will go up behind the parking lot near Hurricane. 

There will be a 45-day closure of the Lanigan Bridge
4. Betsy regarding Doane’s Wharf.  There was a public hearing on May 24 at Town 

Hall.  The selectman voted not to support interim relief for restaurant parking for 
the summer.  The dispute will be going to court

5. Sidewalks on Western Avenue.  As part of the contract zone on Western Avenue,
the developer agreed to put a sidewalk from All Day Breakfast to Capt. Sawyer 
Lane.  This has been delayed due to property line complications.  Chris 
Osterrieder is hopeful that the sidewalk will go in later this year.

6. Totem Pole Signs – ongoing discussions about whether they might be on public 
or private property and what are the constraints.  Betsy and Pat met with Chris 
and Judy.  Chris Osterrieder is going to check with Maine DOT.  The Kingsport 
and the white residence on the Corner of Beach and Western have both 
indicated that they are OK with them if the Town is.  Bennett’s has not been 
contacted.  Dick Morin recommended to ask the selectman for an ordinance 
exemption for totem pole signs as approved by the Lower Village Committee.  
Pat and Betsy to follow up with selectman.

7. Laura - Chamber - Cruise Ships - Issues have been arising regarding scheduling 
bus drop offs of passengers.  Two companies are competing - Intercruise vs. 
DNA.  There is no final schedule due to the lack of communications from 
bus/cruise companies. Some busses are showing up an hour early.

8. The Kiosk in Lower Village has been very busy.
9. The Chamber will sponsor Launch Maritime Festival is June 17, 18 and 19.  The 

Chamber is still looking for boats to participate in the Boat Parade on Saturday 
evening.

10.John Daamen from the Waldo Emerson Inn asked those present to vote Yes on 
Question 8.  Election is scheduled for Tuesday June 14, 2016

11.Theresa met with the landscaper for the Big Apple.  They are still working on 
plans to enhance the landscaping.

12.Maureen from River Tree said they would be hosting a Volunteer Day on June 14
for a clean-up.

13.Eric LaBelle, Director of Public Works, said it will be a couple of years before the 
infrastructure is updated and repaired on Port Road since water and sewer work 
is scheduled then.  Western Avenue will be farther out.  A smaller job of 
addressing the catch basin near Federal Jacks will be completed soon.  His 
office is at 36 Sea Road.



14.Eric also said that Chris O is our best contact person for upcoming infrastructure 
plans for Lower Village.  Bonnie made a recommendation that all of the banners 
for the Town (Lower Village, Downtown, West K) be changed out at the same 
time, instead of village by village.

15.Benches - the Committee would like more to be added and some of the ones in 
Lower Village need to be updated or replaced.  There is a waiting list for 
Memorial/Sponsored Benches (future) at the Town Hall Office.  It was decided 
that a subgroup of Lower Village Committee members would take a walk and 
target ideal bench sites.  The follow up would be to solicit business or memorial 
sponsorships and then work with Public Works to get them installed.  The 
preferred design would be the same as the newer ones along the walkway to the 
bridge manufactured by DuMor, Inc. – cost $750-1,000 range apiece.

16.Trees -  There was a discussion about the poor health of the trees along the 
wooden walkway to the bridge and whether tree guards and grates would help. 
Eric noted that sidewalk widths need to be in compliance with ADA requirements 
(36 inches) and also wide enough to allow the sidewalk plows to pass (52 
inches).  He also said that salt and compaction are major problems for sidewalk 
plantings.

17.Betsy asked that someone from Public Works take a look at the existing trees in 
Lower Village.  We have lost two large, mature trees this summer.  Dick Morin 
suggested that Betsy talk to Wayne Cutting, chair of the Tree Committee.

18.Trash Barrels.  Jeannie at Public Works (hours 7am to 3pm) is the contact for 
switching larger barrels out for smaller ones

19.Greg asked about the Town right of way guidelines.  No easy answer as it varies.
It depends on when the property was developed.

20.Sgt. Andy Belisle - Police update.  This past weekend was the Kennebunk Beach
Classic Road Race.  All went well 

21.Memorial Day parking down by the beach was very crowded.  Betsy reported that
Illegal parking along Bayberry is a perennial summer problem as cars are not 
supposed to park 20 feet from an intersection or 10 feet from driveway.  But there
is a question about whether this is enforceable if there is no signage to that 
effect.  – one source at Town Hall says yes and another says no.  Andy 
recommended that if a resident sees an issue about parking, please call the 
Police Department at 985-6121.  Eric suggested that striping the pavement to 
indicate the 10 and 20 foot marks might help.  It was noted that Chase Hill Road 
also needs clearer signage of “no parking” zones.

22.Mat Eddy said that he has scheduled Donna Spencer from Freeport to speak
about design standards at our next meeting.

23.Cyndi Smith (as an abutter) received a post card about work to be done at the 
cell tower (flag pole).  No one knew what this was about – Betsy to check with 
Town Hall.

24.Next meeting is Monday July 11th at 8am, Washington Hose Fire Company.
25.A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded.  Meeting adjourned.

In Attendance:
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Betsy Smith
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Greg Burke
Theresa Willette
Pat Foley

Other Guests
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Eric Labelle, Kennebunk Public Works Department
Maureen DiGiovanni, Rivertree Center for the Arts
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Nina Spencer
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Cyndi Smith


